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ABSTRACT Girl children’s education is an essential part of the education system in India The development of the
nation depends on the rate of the girl children’s education. One cannot imagine a developed society without the
education of girl children. Awareness of women is necessary to move the country towards progress, prosperity, and
a developed nation. Awareness of girl children will be increased through education about their rights, duties, and
other education, which will impact the country’s development. Parents and teachers need to hold a positive
attitude towards girl children’s education. Some parents do not think that the education of a girl’s child is necessary.
Parents should be aware that the education of girl children is necessary not only for the family but also for the
country. The present study is conducted to know the attitude of parents and teachers towards girl children’s
education in the Subarnapur district of Odisha in India. Subarnapur district is bounded on the north by Sambal pur
district and on the west by Balangir district of Odisha. The responses of 50 parents and 30 teachers were collected

and it is seen that the maximum number of respondents want their daughters to be educated.

INTRODUCTION

After independence, India as a country went
on to the development of different areas like so-
cial, cultural, economic, agricultural and educa-
tion. Education is the most powerful tool that
changes the whole life of humans and the whole
structure of the country, but access to quality
education should befor al Indian civilians, both
aremaleandfemaesimilarly digible. Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru once stated, “ To awaken people, itis
the women who must be awakened; once sheis
onthemove, thefamily moves, the nation moves’.
Under Article 21A of the Constitution of India,
the Right to Education gives surety to all chil-
dren’seducation. Parentsof higher socio-econom-
ic status, higher qualifications, good business,
and of urban areas have favourable and positive
attitudes towards girls' education. Attitudes of
parents attitude towards girls' education differ
regarding age, educational qualification, income,
and occupation of parents (Das 2019). Parents of
higher occupational levels, such as businessmen
and job holders have more understanding and
awareness towards their girl’s education. So, the
education of parents, economic background or
financial status of parents, and occupation of
parents affect the education of girls (Devi 2020).
Parents of urban areas and educated parents have

a more positive attitude towards the education
of girls and they support the education of girls.
Parents from urban areas and educated parents
treated both their son and daughter equally. They
do not discriminate between their daughters and
sons (Kumar 2020). In the British period, there
were so many enlightened Indians who assisted
inthe upliftment of the status of women and girl
child education, namely, Mahatma Gandhi, Swa-
mi Vivekanand, Keshab Chandra Sen, Gopal
Krishna Gokhale, and others. Mahatma Gandhi
precisely stated, “1f you educate aman you edu-
cate an individual, but if you educate a woman
you educate an entire family”. After indepen-
dence, the Government of Indiaput moreempha
sison girl child education, because the Govern-
ment of Indiaknowsthat the devel opment of the
nation depends upon the education of girl chil-
dren. Different typesof initiatives, schemes, and
programswereintroduced by the government for
making girl children’s education accessible all
over India. Different types of committees and
commissions emphasi sed femal e education after
independence. Specifically the University Edu-
cation Commission (1948-1949), Secondary Ed-
ucation Commission (1952-1953), Hansa Mehta
Committee(1962-1964), | ndian Education Commis-
50N (1964-1966), and Nationd Policy on Education
(1968, 1986, 2020).
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Objectivesof theSudy

The objectives of the present study were:

1 To know the attitude of parents and teach-
ers towards girl children’s education in
Subarnapur district of Odisha.

2. Toknow theattitude of male and female par-
ents towards girl children’s education in
Subarnapur district of Odisha.

3. To know the attitude of male and female
teachers towards girl children’s education
in Subarnapur district of Odisha.

4. To know the attitude of male and female
(both parentsand teachers) towardsgirl chil-
dren’s education in Subarnapur district of
Odisha.

Hypothess

The study aimed to assess the following
hypotheses:

1 Thereis no significant mean difference be-
tween the attitude of parents and teachersto-
wardsgirl children’seducation in Subarnapur
district of Odisha.

2. Thereisno significant mean difference be-
tween the attitude of male and female par-
ents towards girl children’s education in
Subarnapur district of Odisha.

3. Thereisno significant mean difference be-
tween theattitude of male and femal eteach-
erstowardsgirl children’seducation of Sub-
arnapur district in Odisha.

4. Thereisno significant mean difference be-
tween males and females (both parents and
teachers) towards girl children’s education
in Subarnapur district of Odisha.

Delimitation of theSudy

Thepresent sudy hasthefollowing delimitations:
Thisstudy isdelimited to the Birmaharajpur
block of Subarnapur district in Odishaonly.
Thisstudy isdelimited tothegirl children’s
education only.

Thisstudy isdelimited to girl children going
to school from KG to class 12.

This study is delimited to the parents who
have girl children and teachers (male and
female) of the Birmaharajpur block of Subar-
napur district in Odishaonly.
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Asper Kumari and Satyam (2024) intheir study
it shows the importance of girl child education
for the country and society. In this research, the
researchers study the difference in attitudes of
male and femal e teachers toward girl children’'s
education, the difference of attitudes of below 40
years of teachers and those teachers aged 40
years, and above 40 years of ages of teachers
towards girl children’s education at the second-
ary level, and the difference of attitude of head-
masters and school assistant towards girl chil-
dren’s education and teachers working in rural
and urban areas. Researchers found that there
areno significant differencesin attitudes between
male and femal e teachers, ages below 40 years,
ages 40 years and above 40 years.

Thestudy doneby Sharmaet a. (2023) intheir
study the researchers made an objective to un-
derstand the aspirations of rural parents of Jam-
mu, regarding their education and career, to study
parental beliefs regarding higher education and
the career of their children aged 15-25 years, to
understand if any gender differencesexist in pa-
rental beliefs regarding the education and career
of their children, and to provide suggestions
based on findings. In this study, the researchers
have taken 60 samples or collected datafrom 60
parents, comprising 30 females and 30 males of
the 30-70 years age group. The researchers col-
lected datafrom Kharian village, Tehsil Marh of
Jammu district, Jammu and Kashmir Union Terri-
tory through arandom sampling technique. Through
anaysis, researchers found that both, mothers and
fathers, have positive attitudes towards their
daughters education.

Asper Daset d. (2022) study donethrough a
data collection from 250 parents from the Nadia
district of West Bengal, from which 102 parents
are from urban areas and 148 parents from rural
areas, to find out the attitudes of both male and
female parentstowardsgirls' education. For this
study researchers selected six main objectives.
They were to find out the attitude of parents to-
wards girls' education, study the difference be-
tween the attitude of male and femal e parentsto-
wardsagirls education, study the difference be-
tween the attitude of urban male and female par-
entstowardsagirls education, study the differ-
ence between the attitude of rural male and fe-
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male parents towards girls' education, study the
difference between attitudes of urban male and
rural male parents towards girls' education, and
study the difference between the attitude of ur-
banfemaleand rura female parentstowardsgirls

education. After analysis of data, the researchers
concluded that both male and femal e parents had
positive attitudestowardsgirls’ education. Rural

mothershaveamore positiveattitudetoward girls

education as compared to rura fathers. Urban
fathershaveamore positive attitude toward girls

education as compared to urban mothers. Male
parentsin both rural and urban areas have positive
attitudes towards girls' education.

As per Nayaki (2022) study shows that the
attitude of parentsplaysavery significant rolein
girls education. Parents’ attitudes majorly affect
thestudy of girls. Theresearchers conducted this
study to find out about the attitude of the par-
ents of different educational levels towards the
education of girls students. To achieve the ob-
jective and find out the results of the study, the
researchers collected data from 100 parents of
secondary school-level students. Out of these,
50 parents were from urban areas and 50 parents
werefromrural areasof ShikaripuraTaluk, Shive-
mogga district of Karnataka state through ran-
dom sampling technique. Through careful analy-
sis of data, researchers found out that parentsin
urban areas have more favourable attitudes to-
wards girls' education. Educated parents also
show amore positive attitude towardsgirls' edu-
cation, but parents of BPL and APL holders show
different attitudes towards the education of girl
children.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

A descriptive survey method was employed
to accomplish the formulated objectives. There-
searchers constructed the structural question-
naire of 40 items. Before applying it, reliability
and validity of thetool was checked and the pilot
study was conducted.

Population of the Sudy

In this study, the sample was selected by the
purposive and simple random sampling method.
Theresearcherscollected alist of primary schools
inthe Birmaharajpur block of the Subarnapur dis-
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trict, and selected 6 schools, and selected the
teacherscomprising 20 maleand 10femaleassam-
ples. After that, the researchers selected 50 par-
ents who resided in the nearest area of selected
schools. Theresearchers selected 27 maleand 23
femal e parentsby asimplerandom sampling meth-
od. Figure 1 depictsthe structure of the sampling
of the study.

Male
20
Teachers 30 Pr—
Female
Population 10
80 Male
e ——
Parents 27
50 Female

23

Tool

In this present study, the researchers used a
self-made parents-teacher attitude scale toward
girls' education. The researchers made a ques-
tionnaire of 40 questions for both parents and
teachers for the collection of data through the
survey method. Each of the ten questions has
one dimension. In the questionnaire, there are
four dimensions. Before applying thetoal, it was
standardised.

RESULTS

H,1: Thereis no significant mean difference
between parentsand teacher stowardsgirl ¢
hildren’seducation in Subar napur digtrict of
Odisha

A comparison of the mean differencein atti-
tude towards girl children’s education among
parents and teachers of Subarnapur district in
Odisha is detailed in Table 1. The investigator
calculated mean, SD and t-values of both the
groupsfor the sample of 50 parentsand 30 teach-
ers(male27+20 and femal e 23+10). Themean of
parentsof Subarngpur districtin Odishawas151.94
with SD 15.17, while the mean of teachersof Od-
isha of Subarnapur district was 150.04 with SD
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Table 1: Parents and teachers attitude towards girl children’s education

Variable Sake- N Mean SD t- Value df Remarks
holder

Attitude towards girl children’s education Parents 50 15194 15.17 0.6628 78 p <0.01
Teachers 30 150.04 15.24

Source: Authors

15.24. Whent- valueis measured with the means
of two groupsit wasfound to be 0.6628, whichis
not-significant at both levelsof confidence. So, it
is concluded from the above datathat thereisno
sgnificant mean differencein the attitude towards
girl children’s education of parents and teachers
of Subarnapur district in Odisha. Therefore, the
hypothesis that there is no significant mean dif-
ference between parents and teachers of Subar-
napur district of Odisha towards girl children’s
education is not rejected. The mean scores
showed that the attitude towards girl children’s
education of parents and teachers of Subarnapur
district in Odisha is not better than each other.
Both have significantly similar highly positive
attitudes towards girl children’s education.

The calculated t-value was not significant at
both levels of 0.01 and 0.05 of confidence level
(2-tailed), and hence H 1isnot rejected.

H,2: Thereisnosignificant mean differencebe-
tween maleand femalepar entstowar dsgir| chil-
dren’seducationin Subar napur digrict of Odisha

A comparison of the mean differencein atti-
tudetowardsgirl children’seducation among male
parentsand femal e parentsin Subarnapur district
of Odishais shown in Table 2. The investigator
calculated mean, SD and t-values for both the
groupsfor the sample of 50 parents (male 27 and
female 23). The mean of male parents of Subar-
napur district of Odisha was 149.1481with SD
18.77745, while the mean of female parents of
Odishaof Subarnapur district was 155.2174 with
SD 8.510641. Whent- valueismeasured with the
means of two groupsit wasfound to be 0.141658

which is not significant at both levels of confi-
dence. So it is concluded from the above data
that thereisno significant mean differenceinthe
attitudetowardsgirl children’seducation of male
parents and femal e parentsin Subarnapur district
of Odisha. Therefore, the hypothesisthat thereis
no significant mean difference between male par-
ents and femal e parents of Subarnapur district in
Odisha towards girl children’s education is not
rejected. The mean scores showed that the atti-
tudetowardsgirl children’seducation of maleand
female parents in Subarnapur district of Odisha
is not better than each other. Both have signifi-
cantly similar highly positive attitudes towards
girl children’seducation.

H,3: Thereisnosignificant mean differencebe-
tween maleand femaleteacher stowar dsgir| chil-
dren’seducationin Subar napur digrict of Odisha

A comparison of the mean differencein atti-
tudetowardsgirl children’seducation among male
teachers and femal e teachers of Subarnapur dis-
trictin Odishaisdetailed in Table 3. Theinvesti-
gator calculated mean, SD and t-values of both
thegroupsfor the sample of 30 teachers(male 20
and femae 10). The mean of maleteachersof Sub-
arnapur district of Odisha was 147.2 with SD
15.028, whilethemean of femal eteachersof Odis-
haof Subarnapur district was 156.08 with SD 12
.61. When t-value ismeasured with the means of
two groupsit was found to be 0.03533, which is
not significant at both levels of confidence. So it
is concluded from the above datathat thereisno
sgnificant mean differencein the attitude towards
girl children’s education between male teachers

Table 2: Male and female parents attitude towards girl children’s education

Variable Parents- N Mean SD t- Value df Remarks
gender

Attitude towards girl children’s education Male 27 149.1481 18.77745 0.14165848 p<0.01
Female 23 155.2174 8.510641

Source: Authors
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and female teachers of Subarnapur district in
Odisha. Therefore, the hypothesis that there is
no significant mean difference between male
teachers and femal e teachers of Subarnapur dis-
trict in Odishatowards girl children’s education
is not rejected. The mean scores showed that the
attitudetowardsgirl children’seducation of male
and female teachers of Subarnapur district in
Odisha is not better than each other. Both have
sgnificantly smilar highly positiveattitudestowards
girl children’seducation.

Calculated t-value not significant at both lev-
elsof 0.01 and 0.05 of confidencelevel (2-tailed),
and hence H, 3 is not rejected.

H,4: Thereis no significant mean difference
between maleand female(both par entsand teach-
ers)towardsgirl children’seducation in Subar -
napur district of Odisha

A comparison of the mean differencein atti-
tudetowardsgirl children’seducation among male
and female teachers and parents of Subarnapur
districtin Odishaisshownin Table4. Theinves-
tigator calculated mean, SD and t-values of both
the groups for the sample of 80 male and female
(male47 and female 33). Themean of maleof Sub-
arnapur district of Odishawas 148.3191 with SD
17.2754, whilethe mean of females of Odisha of
Subarnapur district was 1 155.697 with SD
18.73381. When t-value is measured with the
meansof two groupsit wasfound to be 0.018944,
which is not significant at both levels of confi-
dence. So it is concluded from the above data
that thereisno significant mean differenceinthe
attitudetowardsgirl children’seducation of male
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andfemaleof Subarnapur digtrictin Odisha. There-
fore, the hypothesis that there is no significant
mean difference between male and female (both
parents and teachers) of Subarnapur district in
Odisha towards girl children’s education is not
rejected. The mean scores showed that the atti-
tude towards girl children’s education of males
and females (both parents and teachers) of Sub-
arnapur digrict in Odisha are not better than each
other. Both havesignificantly smilar highly positive
attitudes towards girl children’s education.

Calculated t-value isfound to be not signifi-
cant at both levelsof 0.01 and 0.05 of confidence
level (2-tailed), and hence H, 4 isnot rejected.

In this study, the researchers found some re-
sultsbased on the data collected by survey meth-
od in the Subarnapur district of Odishadata col-
lected using the attitude scale toward girls' child
education. The researchers found that after data
analysisand some statistical processes, like mean,
SD, and t-test the attitudes toward girl’s educa-
tion in Subarnapur district of Odisha, between
mal e parents and femal e parents were not signif-
icantly different. Similarly, maleteachersand fe-
maleteachersdo not significantly differ in attitude
towardsgirl children’s education in Subarnapur.

DISCUSS ON

In this study, the researchers found positive
attitudestowardsgirl children’seducationinmale
parents and female parents, and similarly found
positive attitudes in male teachers and female
teachersin the Subarnapur district of Odisha. The
study’s conclusions proved that women are enti-

Table 3: Male and female teachers attitude towards girl children’s education

Variable Teacher- N Mean SD t- Value df Remarks
gender

Attitude towards girl children’s education Male 20 147.2 15.028 0.0353328 p<0.01
Female 10 156.08 12.61

Source: Authors

Table 4: Male and female (both parents and teachers) attitude towards girl children’s education

Variable Gender N Mean SD t- Value df Remarks
Attitude towards girl children’s education Male 47 148.3191 17.2754 0.01894478 p < 0.01
Female 33 155.697 18.73381

Source: Authors

Int J Edu Sci, 47(1): 12-18 (2024)
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tled to an education. Devi (2018) supportsthisby
stating that as women make up 50 percent of our
society, denying them access to education hurts
the country and society as a whole. Parents do
not choose to send their daughters to school due
to poor socioeconomic condition.. Dueto finan-
cial constraints, the parent decidesto pay for their
son’s schooling, which reduces the possibility
that the daughter would continue her education.
Further, Das et al. (2022) study concluded that
both male and femal e parents have positive atti-
tudestowardsgirls education. Rura mothershave
amore positive attitude toward girls' education
as compared to rural fathers. Urban fathers have
amore positive attitude toward girls' education
as compared to urban mothers. Male parentsin
both rural and urban areas have positive attitudes
towards girls' education. Eram (2017) adds cre-
denceto the ideathat some parents support their
daughters education as well, although they are
unable to do so because of challenging financial
situations. Some parentsthink that femalescould
make abig contribution to society and the devel-
opment of their country if they seek higher edu-
cation in accordance with standards and values.
The social and economic advancement of soci-
ety isthemain objective of education and female
education is crucial to reaching this objective.
\Women'’s education ismore effective and nec-
essary in the modern era so it is necessary to
change the attitude of parents and teachers to-
wardsgirl children’s education effectively inthe
modern era. Jan and Sharma (2019) back up the
claimthat the primary cause of the slow econom-
ic and socia growth is the dearth of educated
and technically trained women. Highly-educated
women according to several parents typically
behaved well around their spouses and other fam-
ily members. During thecritical years of infancy
and childhood, the female is viewed in Indian
households as being in control of achild'sintel-
lectual, emotional, socia, physical, and character
development. Kumar (2020) backed up theclaim
by stating that women become more conscious
of their rolein society and the importance of im-
proving their position, privileges and rightsas a
result of knowledge advancement. The survey
found that most people want to educate women
at ahigher level, regardless of class, for the sake
of society but they are unable to do so because
of cultural normsor their inferior socioeconomic
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standing. This idea was supported by Sinha
(2018) who noted that women and pupils from
lower socioeconomic groups participatein school
far lessfrequently, whichis contrary to the equi-
ty concept. The basis for education must there-
fore be expanded in order to give all socioeco-
nomic groups equitable access. The study’s con-
clusions show that even after accounting for fe-
males’ educational constraints, femal e education
raisesfamily income. Again Chingtham and Guite
(2017) study explainsthat dueto budgetary limi-
tations, all parents desired to send their girls to
school but were unable to do so. Most of their
parents encouraged them to attend schools or
universities. Financial difficulties, marriage and
religious prohibitions were the primary reasons
why girls dropped out of school. It has been es-
tablished that poverty, a lack of information or
incentives, illiterate parents and early marriages
all hinder women’s education. Most parents con-
curred that women ought to be ableto work. The
majority of parents expected their daughters to
assist with household chores.

Further Jaiswal and Choudhuri (2017) noted
that parental involvement can be defined as any
interaction between parents and children at home
or with the school to ensure that the children’s
academic performanceisgoingin apositiveway.
Inrural communities, itisbelieved that acollege
or university degree could empower women to
question the elders’ judgment. In order to learn
how parents felt about girls' education, Mir and
Lone (2023) intheir study discover that themale
parents of the students work as labourers and
the female parents are housewives. Despite this,
the parents encourage their daughters’ educa-
tion. Their aim is to educate their daughters but
they are unable to do so because of their poor
socioeconomic status.

CONCLUSON

The present study research aimed to explore
the attitude of parents and teachers towards girl
children’s education in Subarnapur district of
Odisha. The findings of the study exposed some
aspects that need to grow to have a developed
and productive country. These aspects are posi-
tive attitudes of parents and teachers towards
girl children’s education. From the study, it was
found that femal e parents and teachers show high-



18

er scores on attitude towards girl children’s edu-
cation. Thisshowsthat femal e parentsand teach-
ers have more attachment to girl children’s edu-
cation. Male parents and teachers al so show pos-
itiveattitudestowardsgirls' education. Research-
ers have also tested H  1,2,3,4 and found all the
null hypotheses are not rejected. All the mean
scores of groups (parents-teacher, male-female,
male parents-female parents, maleteachers-femae
teachers) do not differ significantly.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The researchers make the following recom-
mendations:

1 Accordingtothe RTEAct (2010) al children
who are 6 to 14 years old have the right to
compulsory and free education, so policy-
makers of education and all related stake-
holderstake responsibility for equal oppor-
tunitiesfor girlsand boysin all over India.

2 Academic and professional researchers
should conduct some serious research on
girls' education because Indiaisamore di-
versified country based on economic, geo-
graphical, educationd, religious, cultural, etc.
factors.
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